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The extension of necessary highways in the Territories and
highway maintenance and improvement in National Parks, on Ipdian lands
and on other public lands of the United States will contimue to be treated
in the budget for these particulsr subjects.

A sound Federal highway progrem, I believe, can and should stand
on its own feet, with highway users providing the total dollars necessary
for improvement and new comstruction. Financing of interstate and
Federal -aid systems should be based on the planned use of increasing
revenues from present gas and diesel oll taxes, augmented in limited
ingtances with tolls.

I am inclined to the view that it is sounder to finance this
program by special bond issues, to be paid off by the above-mentioned
revenues which will be collected during the useful life of the roads and
pledged to this purpose, rather than by an increase in general revenue
obligations.

At this time, I am forwarding for use by the Congress in 1ts
deliberations the Report to the President made by the President's Advisory
Committee on a National Highway Program. This study of the entire highway
traffic problem and presentation of a detailed sclutiom for its remedy is
an analytical review of the major elepents in a most complex situationm.

In addition, the Congress will have available the study made by the Bureau
of Public Roads at the direction of the Bird Congress.

These two documents together comstitute a most exhaustive
examination of the National highway system, its problems and their
regedies. Inescapebly, the vastness of the highway enterprise fosters
varieties of proposals which must be resolved into a national highway
pattern. The two reports, hovever, should generate recognition of the
urgepcy that presses upon us; approval of a geperal program that will
give us a modern safe highway system; realization of the rewards for
prompt and comprehensive action. They provide a solld foundation for

a sound program.

IWIGHT D, EISENHOWER
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